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NEWTON SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL  
140 Brandeis Road  

Newton Centre, MA 02459  
Tel. (617) 559-6500 Fax. (617) 559-6701  
 
 

Welcome to Newton South High School!  
 
This document, The Orange Lion, contains important school-based guidelines, policies and  
procedures. This document will help students understand:  

• The house system  
• Classroom attendance  
• Teacher roles and responsibilities  
• Academic issues  
• Campus rules and regulations  
• Communication among teachers, students, and parents  
• Behavioral and social expectations at school and school-based activities  
 

The Orange Lion is a supplement to the Newton Public School's Students' Rights and  
Responsibilities Handbook and the Newton South Program of Studies. It includes information  
specific to Newton South.  
 
 

Newton Public School's Students' Rights and Responsibilities Handbook  
This is a system-wide document that outlines policies concerning behavior and discipline,  
harassment, student rights and freedoms, student records, and other important services. It is  
published jointly by the superintendent and the school committee and is distributed annually to all  
students.  
 
Newton South Program of Studies  
This handbook contains course descriptions and academic policies, graduation requirements and  
GPA calculation. It is published annually and available online at www.newton.k12.ma.us/nshs.  
 

 
 
 

Have a great year!  
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The House System  
 

Newton South is comprised of four houses: Cutler, Goldrick, Goodwin, and Wheeler. Each house  
contains approximately one quarter of the teachers and students, along with guidance counselors, a  
house secretary and a dean. The House System at Newton South organizes the school into  
smaller units designed to help students foster close connections with adults and create a sense of  
identity and belonging to the school. Every student and staff member is assigned to a house when  
registered at the school. If older siblings were in a particular house, assignments of younger family  
members generally remain in the same house. House assignments are made randomly if there is no  
family history. Students will remain in the same house throughout their four years at Newton South.  
Physically, each house occupies an area of the building. While the house serves as a home base for  
students, they may take classes throughout the school. Students are encouraged to connect with the  
adults in their house and to use them as resources.  
 
Dean  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guidance Counselor  
 
 
 
 
 
House Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advisory Teacher  

 
The dean, the primary administrative advocate for the students in his 
or her house, monitors students' academic progress and enforces school rules. 
In addition to their administrative duties, all deans either also teach one 
academic course, or coordinate other aspects of the school. Students and parents  
are encouraged to contact their dean with any questions or concerns. 

 
Each student is assigned a guidance counselor through his or her house who 
will remain with him or her throughout the four years at South. Counselors  
provide academic information and help students with personal and career-  
oriented decisions.  
 
The house secretaries provide essential support for all students within the  
house. They also provide administrative support for the dean,  
counselors, and teachers within the house. They keep student records and  
coordinate house communication in a manner that preserves the learning  
environment. To ensure an adult presence in the house office, the secretaries  
typically do not interrupt classes to deliver individual student messages or  
items. In extraordinary circumstances, the secretaries will refer concerns to the  
dean.  
 

Each student is assigned to an advisory led by an advisory teacher. Students  
will remain in the same advisory for their four years at Newton South, and will  
hopefully use advisory as a "home base." All students in a given advisory will  
have the same guidance counselor when possible.  
 
Advisory meets four times a week: on Monday, Thursday, and Friday for five  
minutes and on Tuesday for twenty-five minutes. During the five-minute  
advisory sessions, students receive essential communication, information, and  
announcements. During the twenty-five minute advisory periods, students and  
teachers engage in a variety of activities to build community, address current  
issues, and foster respect for human differences.  
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Classroom Attendance  
 
 

Classroom Attendance Policy  
Students are required to show up to class regularly, punctually, and well-prepared. A student is  
considered absent from a class if he or she misses 50% or more of the class. A student is considered 
absent for the day if he or she misses 50% or more of the classes that meet that day.  
 
School attendance of enrolled students is a legal responsibility of parents/guardians. Students will be  
excused from classes in cases of illness, family emergencies, medical appointments that cannot be  
scheduled during summer or after school hours, college visits, or unforeseen extraordinary  
circumstances.  
 
Attendance Procedures  
To excuse an absence from school  
A parent or legal guardian must telephone the appropriate house office before 10:00 a.m. on the day  
of the absence. An excused absence will then appear next to each of the classes for that day in the 
attendance database. A note of excuse on the day of the student's return will be accepted by the 
house secretary within 48 hours of the student’s return.  
 
If a student becomes sick during the school day  
Students who become ill during the school day may only leave school after first being dismissed by  
the school nurse or their dean. If the nurse feels that the student should go home, or if the  
student feels unable to continue in school, the nurse or dean will call the student's parent or  
guardian to arrange for getting the student home safely. If a student goes home sick without first  
visiting the nurse's office or house office, the school will not excuse the absence(s).  
 
Lateness to school  
Students who are late to school must first go directly to the house office to check in before proceeding to 
class, whether excused or unexcused.  
• Lateness to first-block classes  

Lateness to first block classes will not be excused unless caused by a late school bus or a medical, 
dental, or legal appointment. (Documentation by a medical, dental, or legal professional required.) 
Students must submit this documentation to the house office that day when they check in.  

• Lateness later in the day  
A phone call, note, or e-mail from a parent is required to excuse this tardiness, and excuses should  
be bona fide: medical, legal, familial, or religious in nature.  
 

Dismissal from school  
Dismissal from school disrupts the learning environment. Therefore, all attempts should be made to 
avoid dismissal when possible.  
 
When a dismissal is necessary, the student's parent or guardian must call or write the house office  
before the dismissal time and provide the dean with a legitimate excuse (i.e. an essential  
medical, legal, or dental appointment and/or extreme family emergency). The student must go to the 
house office to check out prior to leaving the school building, and if a student returns to school that 
day, s/he must check in at the house office with an appropriate re-entry excuse note.  
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Students who are dismissed from school may not be on school property. No excuses will be accepted  
if the student does not check out or if the excuse is received after the student has left. Please be  
advised that the dean reserves the right to refuse any dismissal excuse if s/he deems the  
reason insufficient.  
 
Anticipated absence from school  
Students who know in advance that they will be absent from school must have their parent contact the  
dean with the specific reason and details of the absence. The dean or guidance counselor will 
notify classroom teachers. Students are responsible for making arrangements with their teachers 
regarding academic responsibilities.   
 
If a student is eighteen-years-old  
Students who are eighteen-years-old and have a responsible attendance record may request  
permission from their deans to write their own absence notes if they receive written parental  
approval for this privilege. Those absences must have legitimate cause and be in keeping with all  
attendance policies.  
 
Penalties for Unexcused Absences and Frequent Tardies  
First Unexcused Absence:  
 
Second Unexcused Absence:  
 

 
 
Third Unexcused Absence:  
 

 
 
"N" Grade  

Teacher calls or emails parent or guardian. Teacher assigns J-block 
detention.  
Teacher notifies the dean of the second cut. Dean assigns 
administrative detention and sends a letter to the student's  
parent or guardian.  
Teacher notifies parent or guardian and documents this interaction. 
Student receives a grade of N for the Term.  

Students with excessive absences or tardies receive an N, which indicates a lack of sufficient  
attendance in the course.  
 
A.  An N for a term will result from the following circumstances:  

1.  
 

 
 
2.  

For majors: Receiving three unexcused absences for a term  
For minors: Receiving two unexcused absences for a term  
Note: Three unexcused tardies constitute one unexcused absence.  
Missing more than 20% of class meetings in a term, even if excused, except in cases of 
prolonged illness or extraordinary circumstances. (Family vacations are not considered  
extraordinary circumstances.) 20% means the following:  
For majors: Missing more than eight classes, even if excused;  
For minors: Missing more than four classes, even if excused.  

 
B.  An N for the final grade of a course and no credit in a course WILL result if a student earns an  

N for two terms in a one-semester course or three terms in a full-year course.  
 

C.  An N for the final grade of a course and no credit in a course MAY result from the following  
circumstances:  
1.  An N for one term in a one-semester course or for two terms of a full-year course  
2.  If a student receives an N for the fourth term of any course  
 

D.  If an N is received for the term, the grade that would have been received will be used when  
calculating the final grade for the course. For example, if a student earns a B- average for the  
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E.  

term but had three cuts and receives an N, the N and the B- will both appear on the report card.  
The B- will be used in calculations for the course grade.  
 
An N as a final grade in a course will be factored into a student's GPA as an F. A student who  
receives an N for the final grade of the course may not make it up during summer school 
except in circumstances determined by the principal and/or dean.  
 

 
 

Academic Issues  
Grading Policies  
The following grades may be assigned:  
Letter Grades A, B, C, D, F  
 
N 
M 
I 
I+ 
P 
P 
W 
WF  
 
 
Incomplete Grades  
I Grade  

Assigned to reflect academic progress and may be assigned with  
(+) and (-): A, B, C, D, F. There are no A+, F+ or F- grades.  
Failure to meet the attendance requirements for the course. See page 6.  
Medically excused. See below.  
Incomplete work. See below.  
Entered the course too late to receive a grade. See below.  
Pass. Only used when the department head has granted  
permission for the course to be taken Pass/Fail.  
Withdrawal from a course. See page 8.  
Withdrawal from the course after the appropriate school deadline.  
See page 8.  

A student will receive an I only when absences occur too late in the term for the student to complete  
the requirements of a course. Incompletes should be made up by the end of the third week of the next  
term. When the student completes the necessary coursework, the teacher must complete a change of  
grade form and forward it to the house office. An I in Wellness indicates that the course must be 
made up.  
 
I+ Grade  
A student will receive an I+ when s/he has spent so little time in a course that a teacher cannot make a 
final assessment. This may result from a change in curriculum level near the end of a term or the 
entrance of a new student close to the end of a term. A grade of I+ requires department head and/or 
dean approval and may never be used as a final grade.  
 
M Grade  
A student will receive a grade of M if s/he has serious ongoing medical issues that preclude the  
completion of the coursework. The student's dean will determine if and when an M is 
appropriate. This grade is used sparingly and often involves confidential information that the  
counselor and dean cannot share with classroom teachers. An M does not negatively impact a  
student's GPA and an M in Wellness indicates that the course does not need to be made up.  
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Program Changes  
Newton South High School is proud to offer a diverse array of course offerings from which students 
can choose.  In order to ensure that the school’s master schedule is built in a way to accommodate 
the preferences of as many students as possible, it is imperative that students take time and care in 
making their initial course requests.  Student-initiated requests to add or drop classes are subject to 
the following deadlines: 

Add Deadline 

FULL YEAR COURSES: September 30th 

 

SEMESTER COURSES: three weeks after beginning of the term  

 

Drop Deadline Final Grade if Dropped Post-
Deadline 

FULL YEAR COURSES: 3 weeks after end of term 1 

 

SEMESTER COURSES: mid-point of the first term 

 

W 

 

FULL YEAR COURSES: 1 week before the end of 
term 2 

 

SEMESTER COURSES: end of the first term  

 

WF 

 

Students may initiate drops up to and including the first deadline above without having a final grade 
recorded on report card or transcript.  Students are reminded that all final grades are included on the 
students’ report cards and transcripts.  A grade of WF is defined as “Failure due to withdrawal from 
course after deadline set by school.”  For GPA computation, a WF counts as a 0 and a W carries 
no weight. 

N.B.:  If a student withdraws from a course after report cards or transcripts have been sent to 
colleges, updated reports will be sent to those colleges.  Students are advised to contact colleges 
regarding course changes before the reports are sent. 

All course drops and adds must be approved by the appropriate department head. Deans may also 
make exceptions to these deadlines in extenuating circumstances. 
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Even after initiating a course drop, students must attend the courses listed on their schedule until they  
receive a new schedule in advisory. Failure to do so will result in penalties for unexcused absences in  
courses that have not yet been dropped. When dropping a course, it is the student's responsibility to  
return promptly all books and other materials for the course.  
 
No program changes will take place during the last two weeks of the marking period.  
 
"Lateral" course changes (changing teachers that instruct identical courses) will not be approved 

except in extraordinary circumstances as determined by the counselor, department head, and dean.  
 

 
 
Course Expectations  
Teachers should have a written set of expectations for each course they are teaching that should be 
distributed to the students. It should generally include an overview of the educational objectives for  
the course, an outline of the topics, and whatever specific rules the teacher has for the students,  
including general grading policies and the school-wide attendance policy.  
 
Homework Policies  
Daily and long-term assignments outside of class are essential parts of most courses. There is a "one-  
night equivalent" homework limit placed on the December, February, and April vacation periods.  
Teachers should accommodate students' religious obligations when making decisions about  
homework assignments.  
 
Each year, there will be four “homework free” weekends, whereby no homework will be due on the day of 
return after each of four specifically agreed-upon weekends (one each term). Specific weekend dates will 
be considered carefully to ensure limited competition from surrounding days off or special schedules.   
 
Teachers will make a good-faith effort to keep the next-day’s homework load – the day following the 
students’ return – at a normal evening’s level so as not to undermine the benefit from the reduced-stress 
weekend.  
 
Testing Policies  
• Throughout the entire school year, at least one week notice must be given for major assessments  

(defined as those comprising 15% or more of a student's term grade).  
• Students with more than two major assessments occurring on the same day are encouraged to  

appeal to their teachers as early as possible to reschedule one of these assessments.  
• There will be a one-block moratorium from introducing new topics that will be assessed (topics  

introduced for the first time the block before the announced test cannot be tested).  
 

 
Grades  
Grades are submitted for each student at the end of each term, for the final exam (if applicable) and at  
the end of the course (in January or June). 
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Midterm Comments 
Midterm comments are sent home in the middle of each term. Teachers may choose from a list of  
positive and negative comments to indicate how a student is doing in class. The comments may  
pertain to behavior and to performance.  
 
Failing or N Grades  
If a student is in danger of failing or receiving an N for the term, the teacher should notify the  
student's parent or guardian at least once prior to the end of the term. This notification may take place  
through midterm comments, a phone call, an email, or a letter.  
 
Final Examinations  
In the spring, final examinations are given in most departments of the school, in accordance with  
departmental policies. During Review Week, students are involved in activities designed to review  
the year's work and to pull together the major ideas and concepts of the course, and to reflect upon  
them in broader terms than is possible during the year. No new material is presented during this  
review period. Attendance during Review Week counts towards the fourth term.  
 
Note: The World Language Department administers performance assessments during the scheduled 
class time of Review Week. During these class sessions, students in modern language courses  
demonstrate proficiency levels in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. No further final exam is  
administered during the standard exam week.  
 
The final examination grade may be printed on the report card with the term grades, and counts as a 
significant part, but not more than twenty percent, of the final grade.  
 
Students who miss their final examination because of an excused absence will present to the  
appropriate department head a note signed by the appropriate dean explaining the absence. If  
possible, the exam should be made up before the close of school during the designated make-up exam  
day. Unless other arrangements are made, a student who is unable to make up the examination before  
the close of school must take a makeup exam before school starts and will be given an 
(I)ncomplete for the exam and the course until the exam is completed. A student who fails to make 
up the examination before the beginning of the new school year will receive an N for the 
examination.  
 
No final exams are administered ahead of schedule. If a student must leave school prior to the exam 
period, parents must inform the dean in writing in advance. In such cases, arrangements for  
completing exams requirements will be made by mutual agreement of the student, dean and  
department head.  
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Cheating and Plagiarism  
Cheating and plagiarism are serious violations of the personal and academic standards of the school  
and are destructive to the learning process. "Plagiarism is the improper use of, or failure to 
attribute, another person's writing or ideas (intellectual property). It can be an act as subtle as the 
inadvertent neglect to include quotes or references when citing another source or as blatantly 
unethical as knowingly copying an entire paper verbatim and claiming it as your own." Teachers 
should make the school policy regarding plagiarism clear to students.  
 
Once the teacher, after consulting with the department head, has determined that plagiarism has  
occurred, the teacher will inform the dean, and the parents will be notified. The teacher will  
give the student a zero for the assignment and the student's term grade will reflect the zero that has  
been averaged in for that assignment. Deans will keep a record of student violations. A  
second offense in any subject between the first offense and graduation will result in a one-day in-
school suspension as well as having the zero averaged in to the term grade. For a third offense and 
beyond more serious disciplinary actions will be taken in accordance with the Newton Public School’s 
Students’ Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 
 
Credit Requirements  
Graduation from Newton South requires 100 credits. In order to obtain Newton South credit, any  
coursework completed outside of Newton South must obtain prior approval from the appropriate  
department head. In order to maintain appropriate class standing, the following minimum credit  
requirements apply:  

Sophomore  A minimum of 16 credits  
Junior  A minimum of 38 credits  
Senior  A minimum of 65 credits  
 

Honor Roll  
Each house publishes a list of students attaining honor roll status each term. "High Honors" students  
achieve no grades below A-. "Honors" students achieve no grades below B-. A list of the students 
who have received either of these accolades is typically posted in or near the house office.   
 
Summer School  
Students that wish to continue their studies over the summer may enroll in the Newton Summer  
School program. Currently, all classes are held at Newton North High School. Students that fail any  
required course are typically advised to attend summer school. However, students that receive a grade  
of N in a course are not allowed to re-take the course in summer school except in extraordinary  
circumstances as determined by the counselor and dean. Students look online for a course  
description booklet and consult with their guidance counselor regarding course placement.  
 
Enrichment Program  
The enrichment program is a vital program at Newton South. It has two important elements:  
1.  Activities that are not necessarily related to the formal curriculum of the school  
2.  Activities that are directly related to the curriculum.  
 
Teachers have the opportunity to take their classes to these programs during class time. Past  
programs have included guest lecturers, theatrical performances, and panel discussions. With parental  
permission, students may choose not to attend a program and instead complete other course-related  
work. Parents or visitors may attend only with permission. In addition, video- or audio-taping a  
program also requires school permission. 
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Field Trips  
Any teacher may take students on a field trip. Field trips must be approved by the department head,  
the principal, and, in some cases, the superintendent of schools. No field trips may be scheduled 
during the last two weeks of any term. As well, no field trips may be scheduled during the month 
of May unless otherwise noted by the administrative team..  
 
 
 

Circulation of Information  
 

Parent Portal: Skyward Family Access 
One of the key goals of the Newton Public Schools is to improve home-school communication. A 
parent portal fosters such communications by giving the parent or guardian access to information 
online, about your student(s) and the school(s) they attend. The district is using software from Skyward 
called Family Access. This web-based application allows parents, guardians and students to view 
important student and school information.  
 
Bulletin Boards  
Many clubs have designated bulletin boards around the school. These boards are used for posting  
event notices and information to the entire student body. No commercial advertisements are allowed  
on student bulletin boards. Students should see an authorized staff member (student activities  
coordinator and/or appropriate administrator) for more information about obtaining bulletin board  
space.  
 
Posters and Signs  
Posters and signs displayed at Newton South must be initialed by an advising staff member prior to  
posting. Special blue tape must be used which can be obtained from either the main office or any 
of the house offices. Posters or signs should NOT be placed on any painted surfaces of the 
school. Un-initialed posters and signs will be removed. Posters and signs should be promptly 
removed by their originator after they are no longer needed.  
 
Leaflets and Notices  
Individual members of the school community may personally distribute leaflets or notices to other  
members of the school as long as they do not disturb classes or disrupt the school program. The  
identity of the group or individual distributing the information must be clearly noted on any  
documents. Use of mailboxes, school bulletin notices, and the public address system require specific  
approval from authorized staff members (advisors and/or deans), and distributed materials  
must conform to school committee regulations.  
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Campus Rules and Regulations  
Campus rules and regulations ensure a safe learning environment. When they are violated, the NSHS  
staff may use a variety of methods for handling the situation. Some responses may be exercised only  
by the principal (expulsion, exclusion), others by deans (suspension, administrative detention,  
revocation of campus privileges), and others by faculty and staff (detention and revocation of  
classroom privileges). Some of the options are detailed below:  
 

Possible Disciplinary Actions  
• J-Block detention with teacher  
• Administrative J-Block Detention  
• Restorative discipline (circle,  

conference)  
• Peer and/or staff-based mediation  
• Short-term Suspension from school 
(1-10 days)  
• Long-term Suspension from school  
(>10 days)  
• Expulsion from school system  

 
Revocable Privileges  
• Open campus  
• Parking  
• Library access  
• Cafeteria access  
• Participation in athletics or other  

school activities  
• Bus access  

 
 
 
 
Open Campus Policies  
Freshmen and Sophomores DO NOT have open campus privileges. Students are not permitted to be  
present without adult supervision outside the building at any time during the scheduled A-G blocks  
unless passing directly to another class or using the courtyards during lunch. All ninth and tenth  
graders are assigned to a directed study during their unscheduled blocks.  
 
Second-Semester Sophomores in good academic standing may request exemption from assigned 
study hall with parent permission. Requests must be approved by the dean. If approved,  
students may go to the cafeteria, library, or may work with a teacher in a supervised setting. Students  
granted this privilege DO NOT have open campus and may not leave school grounds. Second-  
semester students who are caught leaving school may face suspension and/or lose the study hall  
exemption.  
 
Juniors and Seniors are eligible for open campus privileges. Students with open campus 
privileges are not assigned a directed study during their unscheduled blocks. They may go to the 
house commons, the student center, courtyards, the library, may work with a teacher in a 
supervised setting, or may leave school grounds. Students with open campus privileges may not 
congregate in hallways, near classrooms, in the parking lot or in other unauthorized areas. Open 
campus is a privilege and may be revoked by the student's dean or parent/guardian.  
 
Directed Study  
All freshmen and sophomores are assigned to directed study when they are not scheduled into  
academic classes. All directed studies are held in designated classroom areas. Regular and punctual  
attendance is expected. Students must bring appropriate materials for independent study and to use  
the time appropriately. Occasionally, students may obtain permission in advance from staff members  
to work with teachers in a supervised setting. Students are permitted to listen to music through  
headphones, provided it does not disturb other students. Failure to adhere to these guidelines will  
result in appropriate disciplinary action.  
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Student Center  
Students may use the student center for socializing during unscheduled periods of the school day. It  
will be closed following third lunch for a cleaning period. The student center is monitored by a  
campus aide throughout the day. Its serving area is open for breakfast and lunch, and the snack bar is  
open during much of the day. Food should not be consumed outside of the student center.  
 
Courtyards  
The courtyards may be used for socializing during good weather. However, noise should be kept to a  
minimum, and activities that in any way disrupt classrooms nearby will be prohibited. Please use the  
athletic fields for any sports activity.  
 
J-Blocks  
J-Blocks are thirty- to forty-minute blocks at the end of the school day on Mondays, Wednesdays,  
and Thursdays. Full-time teachers are available for J-Block academic help during two out of three J-  
Blocks per week to provide extra help for students as needed. J-Blocks are also used for detentions  
and meeting time for student activities. In addition to teacher-assigned detentions, a teacher may  
require a student to come to J-Block for a conference or to make up a test. Students should be aware  
that J-Blocks are a part of the school day (the buses arrive after J-Block), and that academics take  
priority over sports, activities, and out-of-building commitments such as work and appointments.  
Administrative detention takes priority over all other obligations during J-Block. See your  
dean for more information.  
 
Teachers should be clear with a student when they expect him/her for a J-Block conference, make-up 
session, or detention. If a student fails to attend J-block detention, the dean is notified and the  
student will serve two administrative detentions. Students are encouraged to schedule their J-block  
engagements with their teachers in advance.  
 
Priority activities for J-Block (from highest to lowest)  

1. Administrative detention assigned by the dean  
2. Teacher detention  
3. Test or quiz make-ups  
4. Academic support and extra-help  
5. Student activities for which the student is an elected official or leader  
6. Other student activities  
7. Non-school related activities such as work or appointments  
 

Appearance/Dress Code  
Although Newton South has no dress code, students are expected to dress in a manner that is not  
disruptive to the educational process. The Board of Health requires footwear at all times, and  
Newton South may require specific dress for certain school activities.  
 
Dances and School Events  
The following rules apply to all dances sponsored by Newton South:  

1. Dances are private functions, open exclusively to members of the Newton South community  
(see #4, guest provisions, below). The rules of the school apply at dances and at all school  
events.  

2. Dances will generally be held from 7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. Entry doors close at 9:00 p.m. No  
one will be admitted after 9:00 p.m.  
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3. Students who enter the dance will have their hands marked. Students may leave at any time,  
but will not be allowed to return to the dance. This rule applies to everyone, including those  
students working at the dance.  

4. Students who wish to bring a guest who is not a student at Newton South must register the  
guest in advance with their dean. Deans reserve the right to refuse any or all  
guests at Newton South dances. Guest registration sheets are available at each house office. 
All guests must bring a picture ID (school ID, state ID, or driver's permit/license) to the dance.  

5. Consistent with the rules of the school, students may not come to school events or dances  
under the influence of drugs or alcohol. If three adult chaperones (one of which is the  
dean or administrator on duty) independently conclude that a student is under the  
influence of drugs or alcohol, the student's parents will be called and the student will be sent  
home. Disciplinary action as outlined in the Students' Rights and Responsibilities Handbook  
will follow.  

6. A coat check must be provided by the group organizing the dance. Students must check their  
coats, backpacks and/or other articles upon entering the dance.  

7. During the hours of the dance or event, students are not allowed to loiter in cars or in the  
parking lots.  

8. Students must leave the parking lots no later than fifteen minutes after the dance or event  
concludes.  
 

Student Vehicles  
Driving to school is a privilege not a right. All vehicles must be registered in the main office, and 
appropriate parking permits must be displayed at all times. Students who park in undesignated areas 
or exhibit inappropriate behavior in the parking lot will be subject to disciplinary action, including a 
loss of parking privileges, towing, or both.  
 
Lockers and Personal Property  
Lockers are assigned by homeroom to any student that wishes access to one. All lockers must use  
school-issued locks. A student locker is school property and is subject to search under reasonable  
suspicion standards. DO NOT bring non-essential expensive items or large amounts of cash to  
school.  
 
Students are permitted to use personal electronic devices outside the classroom, except when using 
the device disturbs or distracts others, or impairs the student’s ability to navigate the environment 
safely (for instance, hallways or stairwells). Devices must be silenced and put away when entering a 
classroom and may not be used without teacher permission. Violators will have equipment 
confiscated and given to a dean. Confiscated equipment will only be returned after school and at the 
discretion of the dean.  
 
The use of any athletic and recreational equipment (basketballs, lacrosse/hockey/field hockey sticks,  
footballs, frisbees, skateboards/in-line skates, etc…) is prohibited in all non-gymnasium areas of  
Newton South. Prohibited areas include sidewalks, courtyards, occupied bus stop areas, and occupied  
parking lots. Students who have these items should keep them properly stored when on school  
grounds, and may only use them in the gym with teacher approval and supervision.  
 
Cards and Card-Based Board Games  
Playing cards and card-based board games are permitted only in the cafeteria. Prior approval to play  
such games should be requested from the staff member in charge of the cafeteria at that time.  
Gambling of any kind is prohibited in the school building or on school grounds at any time.  
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Clubs and Organizations  
A large variety of clubs and organizations exist at Newton South High School. For an updated list,  
see the school’s website. All Newton South clubs and organizations must have an advisor  
who supervises or coordinates the club meetings and activities. Some clubs have activities that occur off 
campus and are not supervised by a Newton South staff member.  Parents are required to sign a waiver 
before a student can participate in a club. 
 
Students who want to start a new club must enlist the support of a faculty advisor and apply for club 
status with the student activities coordinator. A student activities fair is held bi-annually, concurrent  
with the publishing of a comprehensive student activities directory.  
 
Clubs or organizations that wish to hold events outside the school day must work with their advisor to  
complete the Events' Checklist that is posted on the Newton FirstClass email server under  
Documents. This checklist is also attached as Appendix II.  
 
 
  Communication Between Teachers, Students, and Parents 

 
Back-to-School Night  
Back-to-School Night is scheduled for an evening in the early fall. Parents follow their child's  
abbreviated schedules and meet with his/her teachers. Each period is ten minutes long. Teachers  
should be prepared to give an overview of their curriculum and the expectations that they have for the  
students in the class. They can give parents an opportunity to provide additional contact information  
and written thoughts about their children. However, this is not a time for parents to meet privately  
with teachers.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences  
Timely communication between teachers and parents is an essential part of school and student  
success. If phone conversations and e-mails do not resolve certain situations, teachers and parents are  
encouraged to suggest a conference with the student and perhaps the guidance counselor or other  
school staff. Often parents request this option; teachers should do their best to accommodate a  
collaborative meeting. Shortly after the first-term report cards are mailed home, parents are given a  
structured opportunity to meet with teachers after school for individual conferences. Parents sign up  
with an online scheduling service. Teachers are encouraged to communicate with parents throughout  
the year, regardless of a parent's attendance at the parent conferences.  
 
Textbooks  
Each department has its own system for handling its textbooks. Generally, students check out a textbook 
via the teacher scanning its barcode, indicating the textbook number and condition. When the textbook is 
collected at the end of the course, teachers check in the textbook by scanning the barcode again. If the 
textbook is missing, students receive a book obligation sheet. Any outstanding obligation(s) may result in 
the delay of end-of-the-year grades or a graduating student's diploma. Some textbooks are on reserve in the 
South library. 
 

Visitors  
If a student has arranged with a dean to bring a visitor to his or her classes, he or she must secure 
permission from all the teachers in advance with a form available through the house secretaries. In 
general, any visitors—including adult visitors—should sign in at the Main, House, or Athletic 
Office or speak to a house secretary upon entering the building. Visitors are not permitted during the 
week preceding or following school vacations or during end of term testing periods. 
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Appendix I - Newton South Map  
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Appendix II - Event Checklist  

NSHS Guidelines for Events and Checklist for Advisors  
 

 
Event: _________________________  Date: ___________  

Adult Contacts & Cell Phones:  _________________________  
_________________________  

Check One:  Open _____  Limited Open_____  Closed_____ (Guidelines on reverse side)  

Beginning and Ending Time:_________________________  
Administrator(s) coming: ________________  

Date:__________________  Time Doors Open: _____ Time Doors Close: ____  

Number of chaperones coming: ______ (Number of students divided by 12 is ideal)  
Number of students anticipated at the event: _________  
Cost for event: _______  
 
 

Pre-Event Checklist  
To Do List  

Event is listed on school calendar with Vice Principal?  
Building Permit obtained?  
Permission slips for students needed?  
Permission slip for guests needed?  
(for limited open events only)  
Special permission slips for outside performers needed?  
(for limited open events)  
Police Detail arranged?  
Prevention/Intervention Counselor will attend?  
At least one administrator coming?  
Chaperone list attached?  
Parent chaperones CORI’d?  
Busses needed/how many?  
(If so, list bus captains (chaperones) on separate sheet)  
Custodian has a map with doors to be secured?  
Obtained alpha-list, caution tape for unauthorized areas and  
radios for that night?  
Guidelines for doors opening and closing established with Brian 
Deleskey and/or administrator attending?  
Created a list of students who have pre-paid and an attendance  
list for the event?  
Created chaperone assignments using a map?  
 

Day-Of Checklist:  
To Do List  
Rope off unauthorized areas and make sure doors are secured.  
Call parents if students who have pre-paid do not show up  
Provide chaperones with assignments and radios  
Check bags and pockets of students upon entry for food drink,  
cameras, electronic devices, etc.  
Have a copy of alpha list (including emergency contact  
numbers)?  

Yes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes  

No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No  

Contacts  
  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Dean(s) 

 
 

 Contact Eastern Bus Company   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact  

 
____________________________  ______________  
Dean Signature  Date  
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Events Checklist (cont.)  
 

Guidelines for Open/Closed Events  
All non-NSHS guests and performers are subject to the same rules and regulations as NSHS students.  
 
Open Events  

• Includes all sporting events and performances  
• Open to NSHS students and all other members of the community  
 

Limited Open Events:  
• Includes Junior Semi-Formal, Senior Prom 
• All non-NSHS guests must have a non-student permission slip filled out and submitted to the dean at  

least 2 days before the event.  
• No non-NSHS guests will be allowed into the event without a prior dean approval.  
 

Closed Events:  
• Includes the Freshman Cruise, Sophomore Fest 
• No non-NSHS guests may attend  
• Performers at these events must have a non-student permission slip filled out and submitted to the dean at  

least 2 days before the event. They may perform and leave, but they may participate in other event activities.  
• No non-NSHS performers will be admitted to the event without prior dean approval.  
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Appendix III  
 
 

Guidelines for Student Behavior at Newton South High School  
 
 

Respect Our Learning Environment  
• Be in class, be on time and be prepared to participate.  
• Mobile communication devices may be used in the building; however, they may not be used in     

classrooms without teacher permission.   
• Other electronic devices may be used only in Directed Studies and hallways and only as long  

as they are inaudible to others. Exceptions may be made for individual classrooms.  
• Profanity is not appropriate anywhere in the school.  
 

Respect Your Fellow Students  
• Always be courteous in your dealings with other students and visitors to our school.  
• Lying, stealing, and cheating are never acceptable behaviors.  
• Bullying or fighting are never acceptable behaviors.  
 

Respect Our Faculty and Staff  
• Comply immediately if a faculty or staff member asks for your name or for you to leave the room. 
• Interact respectfully with all faculty and staff members.  
 

Respect Our School Building  
• Food should not be eaten in the hallways.  
• Clean up after yourself.  
• Vandalism will not be tolerated.  
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Appendix IV  

Newton South Core Values & Beliefs  
 

Newton South High School is a community of students, families, faculty and staff committed to 
engaging all students with challenging coursework, so that they develop into knowledgeable, 
thinking, and creative individuals with the ability to communicate and interact successfully with 
those in the world around them. 
 
 We believe that all students can reach high levels of success when they: 

• know they are safe, valued, and respected by teachers and peers 
• are given equitable access to learning resources and opportunities 
• are connected to and supported by a community of student and adult learners 
• are guided by adults who work collaboratively toward a common purpose 
• are motivated, challenged and inspired by connections between the classroom and the 

world 
• demonstrate a strong work ethic, a spirit of inquiry, and a passion for learning 
• maintain a balanced, healthy lifestyle 
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